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Glossary 

E-MAIL This stands for Electronic Mail and is probably 
the most used and familiar pennutation of the modern/personal 
computer relationship. E-mail allows you to send, receive and 
forward messages to anyone with an e-mail set up. It is cheap 
and effective: the cost of e-mailing is billed at local phone rates 
or is usually available free via UK Universities. But its lack of 
confidentiality makes e-mail also controversial. ff this matters to 
you and you e-mail from an institution (and this includes not 
only universities and corporations, but also e-mail providers 
such as Compuserve), make sure you know their monitoring 
policies concerning all your incoming and outgoing messages. 

HTI'P This stands for HyperText Transfer Protocol. 
All web site addresses begin with these letters, although your 
computer should be able to find the site if the rest of the 
address is correct. 

HYPERTEXT This is the abstract notion of a document with 
many links and it is this which sets Net articles apart from their 
paper equivalent. These hypertext connections are easy to spot 
as they come in the form of icons, picrures or highlighted 
words. As you move your mouse across these the arrow or 
cursor will change into a hand. Double clicking will 
automatically transfer you to the other site. 

MODEM A modem is the box which hooks your comp­
uter up to the Internet through telephone lines. You'll also 

need a modem to send and receive e-mail unless you are 
accessing via a University network. The speed of connecting up 
to different links and the rate at which pictures are downloaded 
onto your screen depends on the type of modem you own. 

URL This stands for Uniform Resource Locator. 
When someone asks you 'what's the url?' that's your cue to read 
out the web site address. 

WWW Almost without exception this acronym along-side 
'http' is found in web addresses. It stands for the World Wide 
Web and is the name given to the body of sites that make up the 
data bases that comprise the Internet. One final note, when 
typing in web sire addresses you have to faithfully reproduce all 
the letters and other characters as they are given to you 
(although you do nm have to include the symbols < and > at 
the start and finish of each address. These are 'cleaning' devices 
which highlight the address and prevent confusion when 
references are quoted in the body of another text). The simple 
mistyping of a hyphen for an underline for example, will pre­
vent the connection. It is nor uncommon, due to sloppy proof 
reading, for printed articles to get addresses wrong and usually 
you can figure out where they've gone "Wrong by common sense 
deduction. RepJacing commas with full stops is an obvious start­
ing point, as is removing the full stop at the end of the address. 
If the address misspells a word you will have to as well. 

For more information 

<http://www.eskimo.com/- feminist/nownetin.html> 
For those thirsty for technical knowledge, this site gives a 
feminist spin on the sheer opportunities afforded by a modem 
and computer. In simplistic, but never patronising terms, this 
site details the subtle and grand differences between mailing 
lists, bulletin boards, news groups, gophers, the world wide 
web and e-mail. Each expJanation comes complete with hyper­
text addresses which take you directly to such sites as 
alt.fem.in.ism and soc.women. 

Now, with the basics mastered, it is time to move further 
to explore the links between Philosophy and Feminism 

Inside the Screen 

<http:/;lib.uiowa.edu/gw/wstudies!theocy.html> takes you 
to the Women's Studies branch 'm the University of Iowa's web 
site. 
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Here you will find an extensive menu and of particular 
note is the 'Feminist Theory' section. Click here and you reach 
further sub-divisions, including annotated bibliographies and 
articles on Kristeva and Cixous, plus an interview with 
BraidottL 

This site also has details on the 'French Feminist Listserv' 
provider. This is a system set up to provoke dialogue solely on 
the subject of French feminism. You don't have to get involved 
and can simply read other people's messages, which are 
forwarded to you via e-mail- As this is e-mail driven you do not 
need an Internet account. You can hook up to this server by e­
mailing <majordomo@jeffe.rson.village.virginia.edu> and 
in your message write the phrase, 'subscribe trench-feminism.' 

<http://www.uky.edu/ArtsScience/Classics/gender.html> 
takes you to 'Diotima: Women And Gender In The Ancient 
World'. 

Tbe title is sett-explanatory and this site is a vibrant data 
base. Included here a.re bibliographies, selected text excerpts 
and essays, which are already neatly divided under such 
headings as 'Ancient Near East' and 'Late Antiquity.' 
Furthermore, find installed a myth encyclopaedia and a 
programme which allows you to perform word searches in both 
Greek and English. 

<http://www.press.jhu.edu/books;hopkins_guide_to_literar 
y_theocy/g-index.html> takes you to The John Hopkins Guide 
To Literary Theory And Criticism. 

Here you will find the 'Feminist Theory And Criticism' 
category which is split into four pans covering '1963-1972', 
'Anglo-American Feminisms', 'Post-Structuralist Feminisms' and 
'Materialist Feminisms'. There are a host of other essays, written 
by such scholars as Bonnie Zimmerman and Kelly Oliver, so I 
suggest you spend some time skipping around this essay-based 
site that involves lots of scrolling. 

The 'Pertinent Entries' section has articles on Irigaray, 
Beauvoir, Cixous, Spivak and Kristeva, to name only a few of 
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the female philosophers under review. Although the wide 
reaching nature of these essays necessarily dilutes their focus, 
this is a great site to steer students towards. 

<http://www-personal.monash.edu.au/- d.ay/phil/> takes 
you to 'Philosophy In Cyberspace'. 

Th.is is a large philosophical data base that stretches over 
'Philosophy Topics', 'Text Related Resources', 'Organizations', 
'Discussion Formats' and 'Miscellaneous.' By clicking on the 
'Philosophy Topics' you'll reach a menu that ranges from 
aesthetics, logic, ethics and the philosophy of mind. I've given 
separate details of the 'Feminism and Women's Studies' site 
(see below) and not too surprisingly the rest of the links are 
heavily male oriented. 

Surfing through the 'Great Thinkers A-K and L-Z' pages, I 
could only find pages on Simone de Beauvoir, Ayn Rand, 
Simone Weil and n.vo on Hypatia of Alexandria. There is, 

however, a fantastic women's division in the 'Medieval Thought 

and Philosophy' section. 

<http://www-
personal.monash.edu.au/- dey/phil/fem.html> takes you to 
the 'Feminism and Women's Studies' site run by Monash 
University in Melbourne, Australia. 

This site is split into three broad bases covering 'Research 
Resources', 'General Resources' and 'Activism and Politics.' 
Under the first of these sections you'll find links to the APA 
Directory of Women Philosophers, the US and Canadian SWlP 
divisi.ons, the International Association of Women Philos­
ophers and the Collaborative Bibliography of Women in 
Philosophy. It's also full of pages that provide connections to 
such diverse interests as feminist jurisprudence, ecofeminism 

and queer politics. 
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<http://www/wwwomen.com/> takes you to a combined site 
for 'Women' on the World Wide Web. 

This is a hotchpotch of A-Z of women-related sites. The 
lack of any underpinning theme is somewhat frustrating but 
this is alleviated by simply having to scroll down the 
alphabetised menu. Picking 'Feminism' takes you further in, 
and provides references that range from the 'Russian Feminism 
Resources' database, to Andrea Dworkin's home page to the 
eleetronic tie-ups of such journals as Hypatia and differences. 

<http://www.feminist.com/> takes you to a combined site 
relating to 'feminism'. 

Starting off with nine overall categories, you can link up 
to such topics as health, activism and women-owned busin­
esses. If you click on the 'Resources and Links' you'll be faced 
with another menu and from· here I suggest you move to the 
'Women's Culture and Education' site. Here you'll find an A to 
Z of sources, which includes numerous listings of Women's 
Studies conferences and calls for papers. The information here 
is heavily US biased, but it's an easy place to move around from. 

<http://www.ashai-net.or.jp/~RFGT-TYFIV'haraway.html> 
takes you to material related to Donna Haraway 

This is an extensive centralised site where you can 
download a selection of her essays and book excerpts, read her 
recent interview with Wired magazine and check our her 
bibliography. There's also a slew of articles dealing specifically 
with her 'A Cyborg Manifesto' essay. This site also provides a 
bibliography for women in science and there is an eclectic mix 
of cyberphilosophy references under the 'Reflectors' heading. 

<http://www.geekgirl.eom.au/geekgirl;index.html> takes 
you to 'Geekgirl' which comes srraight from Australia, and was 
the first electronic cyberfeminist 'zine'. It runs in tandem with a 
more traditional paper version of the magazine. From the 
homepage you can flick through the current issue as well as all 
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the back copies. Each issue comes with book, film and zine 

reviews and interviews. 

Cyber Book Reviews 

Technologies Of The Gendered Body: Reading 
Cyborg Women 
Anne Balsamo, Duke University Press 1996 
Treating the body as both product and process, Balsamo 
expertly dips in and our of such fields as the virtual body, 
cosmetic surgery, body building and pregnancy. Although all of 
these topics have been innovatively dealt with before by 
feminist scholars of all persuasions, Balsam.o's contribution is in 
putting the meat back onto the utopian, disembodied frame of 

the cyborg. 
Exposing the metallic 'clink' and sterile hollowness of 

today's techno-bodies, Balsamo shows how the female form 
seeps under, over and through the cyborg, as depicted in films, 
adverts, sci-fi fiction and theory. Through our the book and 
working up to her conclusion, Balsamo openly admits her debt 
to Elizabeth Grosz's notion of corporeal feminism. Whilst 
Balsamo may not have the same philosophical intensity, the 
ideas that inform and emanate from this book make it the best 
cyberferoinist monograph to date. 

The Cyborg Handbook 
ed. Chris Bables Gray, Routledge 1995 
This is a truly sumptuous book, not due to any contributor's 
lyrical tum of phrase but rather for the sheer effort involved in 
its layout. The deployment of different fonts coupled with a 
consistently intelligent use of diagrammatic framing is a 
bibliophile's delight. Whilst the articles are conservatively 
grouped under such non-headings as 'In Science and 
Engineering' and 'In Medicine', it is almost without exception 
the more formal entries that pack the most punch. These 
include the opening section trtkking 'The Genesis Of The 
Cyborg' through to the three essays which kick start the second 
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section. Mention must also go to Ron Egalson's essay on 
'African Influences In Cybernetics', which provides the most 
provocative contrast in the book. 

The weak link in this book are the cyberfeminist articles. 
Haraway's introduction has since been surpassed by the 
publication of her Modest Witness, and Stone's contribution 
has been revised to provide the opening chapter of her The War 
Of Desire And Technology At The Close Of The Mechanical Age. 
This is not to detract from the likes of Monica J. Casper, Linda 
F. Hogle, N. Katherine Hayles and Chela Sandoval (to name but 
a few of the other female writers), it's just that as a whole none 
surprise or intellectually intimidate. 

Clicking In: Hot Links To A Digital Culture 
ed. Lynn Hershman Leeson, Bay Press 1996 
Read beside The Cyborg Handbook, Cltcking In fleshes out still 
further the techno infrastructure of digital philosophy. Split 
intO five sections covering 'Termmal Treatise', 'The 
Consequences Of Untruth', 'Colonizing VlltUal Space', 'The 
Body' and 'Digital-Specific Art', this is a substantial work 
through words alone, regardless of the accompanying CD ROM 
which illustrates the texts. Alongside Sadie Plant's pivotal 
essays, there are pieces by Sherry Turkle, Diana Gromala and 
the editor Lynn Hershman Leeson, plus an interview with Sandy 
Stone. Of special interest is Catherine Richards' deliciously 
titled 'Fungal Intimacy: The Cyborg In Feminism And Media 
Art': an acerbic look at Haraway's 'safe feminism'. 

The War Of Desire And Technology At The Close Of The 
Mechanical Age 
Allucquere Rosanne Stone, MIT Press 1996 
Allucquere Rosanne (aka. Sandy) Stone eschews any 
underpinning grand narrative, but her way with words makes 
this book a potent historical record. Stone is now Assistant 
Professor and Director of the Interactive Multimedia Laboratory 
[Actlab] at The University of Texas at Austin. But Stone's own 
(controversial) positioning as a transsexual is part of the history 
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that leads her to explore, amongst other things, the medical 
and legal implications of multiple personality disorder; the 
culrural and corporate dilemmas of multiple persons at work 
and play, and on-line gender fusing. 

For samples of Stone's writing rhat can be downloaded on 
screen try <http://english-www.hss.cmu.edu/gender/> and 
add <the-empire-strikes-back.txt'> for 'The Empire Strikes 
Back: A Post-Transsexual Manifesto'. Substituting at the end ins­
tead <violation-and-virtoallty.txt> giYes an article by Stone 
on 'physical and psychological boundary transgression'. Whilst 
substituting <what-vampires-know.txt> yields a third article 
concerning 'Transsubjection' and 'Transgender' in cyberspace. 
Such http codes are useful when one good essay does not 
justify buying the whole book! 

Wired_Women 
eds. Lynn Chemy and Elizabeth Reba Weise 
Seal Press, 1996 
In the most personal of all the books under review, this 
collection of sixteen essays focuses primarily on the issue of 
gender alienation as perpetuated by America's computer 
culture. It becomes grating to read articles that bemoan and, 
therefore, the best essays" are those written with a confront­
ational edge. This book forgoes dense technical jargon and 
mechanical tribulations and is definitely worth reading, but I 
suggest you first try and find it in the library. 

RissyRuddy 
Austin, Texas 

i 
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CONFERENCE REPORTS 

Review of 1996 Society of Women in Philosophy 
Conference on 'Women And Philosophy' 

Canterbury, December 1996 
The 1996 SWIP conference was held at the University of Kent, 
and was organised in conjunction with the Centre for Women's 
Studies there. Its atmosphere was, as appears to be usual with 
SWIP conferences, friendly and enabling. Moreover, the three 
papers were all extremely interesting-ruld I say this as 
someone who generally finds conferences painfully dull. 

The first, dense and very suggestive, paper, 'Rethinking 
Oedipus: Stealing a Patriarchal Text' came from Adriana 
Cavarero (University of Verona). She used the story of Oedipus 
to explore two conceptions of seltbood: one in which Oedipus 
affiliates to the universal, as 'man', and therewith acquires a 
self-same identity; the other (derived from Hannah Arendt) in 
which he traces his life-story as a unique, singular person, his 
story irreplaceable by those of any other persons, and whose 
story commences, crucially, with his birth. 

This was followed by lunch and a SWIP executive 
meeting. At this, feedback was solicited on the forthcoming 
expansion of SWIP. Discussion centred on the difficulties of 
contacting (and :maintaining contact with) women who would 
be interested in SWIP-not only people outside philosophy 
departments but women within them as well Further 
suggestions regarding ways of getting round these difficulties 
would be welcome. It was also con.firmed that a small SWIP 
conference was to be held in Luton. This was arranged for May 
1997 (repon in next issue ofWPR). 

Next on the agenda was Miranda Fricker, speaking on 
'The Radicalisation of Epistemology' (Birkbeck, London). In this 
intricate paper, she identified a component of post-modernism 
that can be useful for feminists, which thinks in tenns of a 
fragmentation of social identity and a proliferation of particular 
perspectives, and enables an awareness of the power relations 
among these perspectives. She contrasted this with a relativistic, 
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'pseudo-radical' component of post-modernism which, she 
argued, cuts against the possibility of a critique of those power 
relations as oppressive. 

Finally, Jean Grimshaw (University of Western England, 
Bristol) spoke on 'Philosophy and the Feminist Imagination', 
examining the imponance of metaphorical language in creating 
feminism's self..image and contributing to its practice. Through 
a consideration of several approaches to metaphor, she 
suggested the "-al.ue of a pragmatic use of metaphor to de­
familiarise and re-metaphorise the literal and familiar. 
Unfortunately, there was (as ever) too little time for much 
discussion of the possible metaphors for feminist philos­
ophising that could achieve such fruitful results. 

Overall, it was a very thought-provoking and enjoyable 
day; thanks to the organisers, Anne Seller and Sue Sherwood, 
for such a worthwhile event. Thanks also to Women's Studies at 
the University of Kent who helped to finance the event. 

Alison Stone 
University of Sussex 

Review of 'Torn Halves: Theory and Practice in 
Contemporary Feminism', Radical Philosophy 
Conference 

London, November 1996 
The theme of this conference reflected a widespread feeling 
that while feminist theory has become increasingly accepted 
and productive, in Britain and elsewhere feminist activism 
a.round concrete issues has been declining. Hence the 'torn 
halves' of the title. The predominant motif was of the need to 
weave the torn halves back together, rearticulating a dialectical 
relation between e:xperience and theory, in which 'experience 
is never taken simply as raw empirical data; nor does theory 
seek some complete formulation: they are continuously and 
mutually refined through their interaction. Women are not 
presupposed as some latent polilical agency just waiting to be 
set in motion, but nor do they have to be conjured up 
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subsequently out of the complexities of theory' (Diana Coote). 
The model here is taken m be socialist feminism of the 1970's. 

Lynne Segal's paper revisited seventies feminist writings, 
for example those of Sheila Rowbotham, to refute the 
accusation made by some nineties feminists, of easy 
universalising of the category women or a lack of attention to 

subjectivity. These early texts showed a sensitivity to both 
difference and subjectivity, themes which have emerged as the 
central theoretical concerns of nineties feminism. What she 
emphasised, however, is that these themes emerged as women 
were engaged in concrete struggles around 'reproductive 
rights, housework, child care, nurseries, welfare provision, 
iromigration, marriage, the family, poverty, the state, 
employment, trade unions, health care or violence against 
women'; issues, she argued, that seem to have gone missing 
from recent feminise collections. When present they required 
theoretical accounts of structural relations of power and 
attention to an all pervasive capitalism which are no longer the 
focus of contemporary feminist theorising. As a legacy of the 
inhospitable political and economic climate of Thatcherism, she 
suggested, feminism is no longer a theory and practice of social 
transformation She was sceptical about how 'either attention to 
the discursive specificity of "feminine" difference or the 
proliferation of categorical heterogeneity and transgressive 
display, might ever again bring women together in any 
tran.Sformative feminist project'_ 

Diane Coole was less dismissive of the political potential 
present in the attention to the discursive, seen as the mark of 
nineties feminism. She sees such attention as a consequence of 
the recognition of the politicisation of culture as such: 

feminists' own theoretical excavations show powers 
reproducing sexual inequality and gender hierarchy 
moving through all domains, suggesting politics 
must involve an ongoing engagement wherever 
power is present, via deployment of a whole variety 
of tactics which cannot be formulated in advance. 
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This recognition of the all-pervasive character of gender 
differences and of the insistence on resistance at the local and 
micro level, including the household, was also a distinctive 
fearure of early feminism. Coole, however, along with Segal, 
registers the globalisation of capital, and sees the need to 
return to systematic sociological and economic theory to 

provide the basis for collective resistance to the structural 
forces conditioning women's lives. She thereby moves away 
from the current dominance of philosophy in feminist theory. 
At the end of the millennium we need an audit of 'where 
women (as opposed to genders) stand as the century draws to a 

close'. 
The paper by Anne Marie Smith from the USA, high­

lighted the dilficulties of mobilising activism in a context where 
the official discourse appears to have taken on board feminist 
claims, generating 'the false image that we already inhabit a 
post feminist terrain, as feminist demands are appropriated by 
right wing forces and private corporations, and bent to serve 
their reactionary interests' She analysed this process with 
particular attention to the Clinton campaign, which used the 
rhetoric of feminism, gaining the support of many prominent 
feminists, while subsequently enacting cuts in welfare programs 
which condemned 'over a million additional children to poverty 
and threatens to throw millions of poor mothers with no child 
care, no job training and no job prospects off the welfare rolls.' 

The three above papers have. been published in Radical 
Philosophy 83). Two papers by overseas visitors remain 
unpublished to date. Toril Moi covered fairly familiar ground 
as she spoke on Simone de Beauvoir as a woman intellectual, 
and moved into less familiar territory as she discussed the 
trajectory of her own development as a feminist theorist. 
Another paper by Adriana Cavarero introduced the audience 
to movements of thought in contemporary Italian feminism in 
which the relationship between theory and practice took on a 
different form from that envisaged by the socialist feminist 
contributors. The feminisr group~ have been evolving such 
theory work outside the academic framework, and ground their 
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own concrete relationships and political practices directly in the 
theory they are developing. Operating in a culrure in which 
sexual difference is evident, they take responsibility for 
transforming a symbolic order in which the iconography of 
femininity-including crucially motherhood-is anchored in 
Catholicism. These Italian feminists are transforming such 
iconography by developing practices and concepts in which 
women entrust themselves to symbolic mothers, and in which 
the figure of the mother is given material and symbolic 

authority. 
Cavarero distanced herself from such practices, based as 

they were on explicit inequalities of power, but nonetheless 
recognised their effectiveness as interventions in a social world 
in which discourses are being appropriated and modified to 
establish the possibility of authoritative women. Cavarero's own 
position drew on the work of Hannah Arendt to suggest that 
the recognition of the uniqueness of an other as a subject who 
has a perspective onto the world and who has a story to tell. 
Such uniqueness is ignored if our concern is with the question 
of what kind of thing is speaking, rather than with who is 
speaking. By making the 'what is' is secondary to the 'who is', 
Cavarero seemed to be suggesting that questions of sexual 
difference should not be addressed via the traditional focus on 
questions of identity that have come down to us from Aristotle. 

Tue return to socialist feminism evident in most of these 
papers, and which constituted the dominant theme of the day, 
was a welcome corrective to the balance of theorising in 
contemporary feminist writing. We must be wary, however, of 
an either/or approach to both theory and practice which might 
make us suppose, for example, that we either go with queer 
theory or with structural analysis. One of the strengths of 
nineties feminism, is its recognition of the need for us to hold 
onto different moments of feminist thought simultaneously, 
even when they might appear to pull in different directions. We 
don't have to attend either to transgressive gender practices or 
to the increasing globalisation of capital-but to both. 
Moreover, the question of where 'gender' is, is not separate 
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from the question of where women are. The discriminatory 
operation of structural social forms rests on the possibility of 
maintaining discourses around gender which pull off a 
naturalising trick, which has been subject to sustained 
deconStructive critique and also undermined by performative 
practices. 

In addition, as Cavarero's paper illustrated, when we 
think of the relation between theory and practice w-e need to 
have more than one model in mind. One model is that we 
theorise about the causes of a given phenomenon and this 
directs our strategies to bring about change. Another model 
recognises the constitutive relation between our practices and 
our self-understandings, so that our conceptualisations make 
certain kind of practices possible and our practices change the 
con1ent of such conceptualisations. 

This recognition is not just the result of an explosion of 
queer theory. There is a picture on the front of the Radical 
Philosophy issue in which three papers from the conference are 
reprinted, of 'Feminist Mothers', Islington 1975. The experi­
ments in alternatives to nuclear families which were tried then 
were practices designed to change our concept of the family. 
They have a parallel in the film Paris ts Burning. This film is 
often referred to due to its documenting of drag queen 
contests. It is seen as an exemplar of the performativity of 
gender illustrated by successful cross dressing. Judith Butler, 
however, in discussing the film points instead to the queering 
of the notion 'house', and she could have added 'mother' 
produced by the communal groups providing support as well 
as professional training in passing as 'female'_ (A 'house' in the 
film had echoes of both home and couture house) In 
undermining the conventional and conservative notiorui of 
family, the political import is comparable to those 1970's 
groups. 

It's not a choice berween socialist feminism or some effete 
poststructu:ralism. We need both! 

Kathleen Lermon 
University of Hull 
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VIEWS AND COMMENT 

There bas been some e-mail discussion of the Research 
Assessment Exercise (RAE) that is currently reshaping the 
face of Philosophy in UK Universities. The Editor reprints the 
gist of a letter that she posted on an e-mail discussion group 
for philosophers (pbilos-l@liverpool.ac.uk) that is operated 

from the University of Liverpool. 
Members of SWIP are invited to a Panel Discussion and 

Open Floor Debate of these issues from 2pm Saturday 25th 
October 1997, Room 3D, University of London Students' 
Union, Malet Street, WC1E. Ml readers are invited to 
contribute responses to the Editor's Letter for publication in 
this column in the next issue of this journal. 

In an essentially-contested subject such as Philosophy, it makes 
little sense for a small Research Assessment Exercise (RAE) 
Panel to make judgements about such a broad discipline, 
however well-intentioned that panel might be. As I work 
'between' the 'Continental' and 'Analytical' traditions-in the 
field of Feminist Philosophy which was (and always has been) 
completely unrepresemed on the RAE Panel-I feel this very 

acutely. 
I know, in practice, little Feminist Philosophy work was 

submitted under RAE to the Philosophy Panel But that is 

precisely the problem. I know from discussions in the Society of 
Women in Philosophy (UK) that many junior (and sometimes 
also senior) colleagues working in this field were either 
dissuaded by their Heads of Departments from submitting 
'feminist' pieces, or were persuaded to submit 'outside' 
Philosophy, under the entirely inappropriate heading of 
Sociology, for example. Such a strategy prevents the develop­
ment of the discipline of Philosophy-and also somehow fails 
to register the 180+ women who are part of this network, 
including those who have responded to recent SWIP 
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questionnaires in ways that show that many see their academic 
furure in fairly grim terms. 

If we have to continue with the absurd process of RAE 
assessment (as I fear we must), it is absolutely essential that the 
discipline recognises the need for separate sub-panels for the 
different traditions of Philosophy. There was, for example, 
nobody on the panel this time who had skills in recent French 
Philosophy, and 'Continental Philosophy' is certainly not a 
homogeneous tradition, even though it is often equated with all 
that is not 'analytic'. In Europe, after all, a similar RAE exercise 
would have a variety of 'Continentals', and probably only one 
person who was supposed to have skills in the whole 'Analytic' 
area. 

I would, therefore, suggest that next time round there be 
at least four sub-panels. It has been suggested by some that 
there might be Sub-Panels in 'Analytic', 'Continental' and 
'Applied' Philosophy. However, I would like to add to this 
suggestion. by requesting that consideration be given to a 
further Sub-Panel that shouW be set up to deal with 
Interdisciplinary work in Philosophy. Furthermore, I would 
propose that some person or persons on this interdisciplinary 
sub-panel should have the skills necessary to judge work on 
sexual difference arid race: work that emerges from a variety of 
philosophical traditions, but that is usually not 'Applied 
Philosophy'. Thus, '.Applied Philosophy' is an inappropriate 
category for assessing work in such lively research areas as 
Feminist Epistemology, Feminist Meta-Ethics or Feminist 
Political Philosophy. Nor can 'Applied Philosophy' embrace my 
own two primary areas of research specialism: Feminist 
Metaphysics and Feminist Aesthetics. 

Interestingly, when I recently assembled the seJf­
descriptions of the women serving on the editorial Board of the 
Women's Philosophy Review (UK), what was striking was the 
inability to tell :from their. lists of Research Expertise whether 
the Board member was trained in the Analytic or Continental 
Traditions. Here, what matters :RJ,ore is the necessity forced on 
those working within Feminist Philosophy to familiarise 



92 
Women's Philosophy Review 

themselves with a broad range of philosophical argument and 

interdisciplinary debates. 
The RAE process is already acting like the Medusa's gaze, 

freezing the discipline of philosophy into anachronistic modes 
of self-definition that block innovation. If the only philosophy 
that is financially rewarded as 'good' philosophy is 'pure' 
philosophy-and if 'pure' philosophy is judged in a way that 
marginalises interdisciplinarity-then we might expect further 
'cuts' and 'blocks' to the development of radical and 'non­
standard' philosophy (including feminist philosophy). And what 
should be a vigorous discipline, open to a plurality voices and 
conceptions of philosophy, will be unable to defend itself 
effectively against those University Managers and Administrators 
who are looking for easy targets in this time of financial 
stringency. As we are already seeing, the RAE judgements have 
already meant that posts are 'axed' or 'frozen', and at least one 
(quite decent) English Philosophy Department is threatened 
with dispersal and closure. It is urgent that we discuss 
questions of furore strategy now before too much more damage 

is done. 

Christine Battersby 
University of Warwick 
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BOOKS RECEIVED 

We are looking for reviewers for the books 
described below. 
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If you have not reviewed for the WPR before, you should send a 
brief CV, including details of your research/teaching interests 
and ·copi.es of two or three reviews previously published 
elsewh~re. Beginning reviewers are welcome to apply, 
enclosing sample unpublished reviews. Please contact 
Margaret Whitford promptly at the address given on the inside 
cover. 

Towards Justice and Virtue : A Constructive Account of 
Practical Reasoning 
Onora O'Neill, Cambridge University Press 1996 
Towards Justice and Virtue challenges the rivalry between 
those who advocate only abstract, universal principles of justice 
and those who commend only the particularities of virtuous 
lives. Onora O'Neill traces this impasse to defects in underlying 
conceptions of. reasoning about action. She proposes and 
vindicates a modest account of ethical reasoning and a 
reasoned way of answering the question 'who counts?', then 
uses these to construct linked accounts of principles by which 
we can move towards just institutions and virtuous lives. [Blurb 
on back cover] 

Feminism and Ancient Philosophy 
Julie K. Ward (ed.), Routledge 1996 
An important volume connecting classical studies with 
feminism, Feminism and Ancient Philosophy explains which 
views may be fruitful for feminist theorizing today. It confronts 
such difficult questions as: Should feminists dispense with 
ancient Greek theorizing? Are Plato and Aristotle hopelessly 
misogynistic? · 

The papers range from::~,. classical Greek philosophy, 
including Plato and Aristotle, through the Hellenistic period, 
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with attention to such topics as the relation of reason and the 
emotions and related issues in moral psychology. Because of 
the seminal role played by Greek thought in the origins of 
Western philosophy and the importance in feminism of the 
question of male bias in Greek thought, the volume will be of 
interest co a wide audience including those working in classics, 
ancient philosophy, and feminist theory. Contributors: Deborah 
Achtenberg, Julia Annas, Elizabeth Asmis, Anne-Marie Bowery, 
Kathleen C. Cook. Patricia Curd, Marcia Homiak, Susan B. 
Levin, Martha Nussbaum, Daryl McGowan Tress. [Blurb on back 

cover] 

Bringing Peace Home: Feminism, Violence and Nature 
Karen J. Warren and Duane L. Cady (eds) 
Indiana University Press 1996 
Contribucors discuss the subtle and complex interrelationships 
between different notions of feminism and peace, extending 
the important contributions of Dorothy Day, Susan Griffin, 
Hannah Arendt, Virginia Woolf and many others. Feminist 
peace issues are explored throughouc a wide spectrum of 
personal and political issues-from the personal violations of 
rape, incest and domestic abuse, to the violence of racism, 
sexism, economic exploitation, war, and genocide. 

Topics of individual essays include 'just-war' theory; the 
technology of genocide; feminist justice; feminist peace politics; 
the effects of the Green Revolution on women; understanding 
self-immolation as an act in support of peace; and how abuse of 
women, children, and pets is connected to the violence of 
patriarchal culture. Contributors include: Carol J. Adams, 
Barbara Andrew, Alison Bailey, Bat-Ami Bar On, Duane L. Cady, 
Jane Caputi, Adrienne E. Christiansen, Deane Curtin, Laura 
Duham Kaplan, Larry May, William Andrew Myers, Lucinda J. 
Peach, Cheyney Ryan, James P. Sterba, Robert Strikwerda, and 
Karen J. Warren. (Blurb on back cover] 
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Caring: Gender-Sensitive Ethics 
Peta Bowden, Routledge 1997 

95 

In Caring, Peta Bowden extends and challenges recent debates 
on feminist ethics. She takes issue with accounts of the ethics of 
care that focus on alleged basic principles of caring rather than 
analysing caring in practice. Caring, Bowden argues, must be 
understood by 'working through examples' Following this 
approach, Bowden explores four main caring practices: mother­
ing, friendship, nursing and citiZenship. Her analysis of the 
differences and similarities in these practices-their varying 
degrees of intimacy and reciprocity, formality and informality, 
vulnerability and choice-reveals the practical complexity of the 
ethics of care. Caring recognizes that ethical practices const­
antly outrun the theories that attempt to explain them, and 
Bowden's unique approach provides major new insights into 
the nature of care without resorting to indiscriminate unitary 
models. It will be essential reading for all those interested in 
ethics, gender studies, nursing and the caring professions. 
[Blurb on back cover] 

Feminist Approaches to Bioethics: Theoretical and 
Practical Applications 
Rosemarie Tong, Westview Press 1997 
No other cluster of medical issues affecrs the genders as 
differently as those related to procreation--contraception, 
sterilization, abortion, artificial insemination, in-vitro fertiliz­
ation, surrogate mocherhood, and genetic screening. Rosemarie 
Tong's approach to feminist bioethics serves as a catalyst to 
bring together different feminist voices in hope of actually 
doing something to make gender equity a present reality rather 
than a mere furure possibility. [Blurb on back cover) 
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The Politics of (M)otbering: Womanhood, Identity and 

Resistance in African Literature 
Obioma Nnaemeka (ed.), Routledge 1997 
Over the last decade, post-colonial studies have become a 
defining feature in critical thought, and Africa with its v;ealth of 
literatures continues ro play a crucial role in shaping post· 
colonial discourse. The arrival of The Politics of (M)othering 
signals an important widening of the debates in post· 
coloniality. This collection brings together critics at the fore· 
front of African literatures. It will be a core resource for anyone 
interested in African, Gender, Literary, Cultural, or Post· 
Colonial Srudies, and Critical Theory. Contributors: Trinh T. 
Minh·ha, Fran\;oise Lionnet, Obioma Nnaemeka, Huma 
Ibrahim, Peter Hitchcock, Charles Sugnet, Uzo Esonwanne, 
Renee Larrier, Celeste Fraser Delgado, Ousseynou B. Traore, 
Juliana Makuchi Nfuh-Abbenyi, and Cynthia Ward. [Blurb on 

back cover] 

Philosophy as Passion: The Thinking of Simone de 
Beauvoir 
Karen V'mtges, Indiana University Press 1996 
Philosophy as Passion refutes the commonly-held view of 
Simone de Beauvoir as no more than an acolyte of Jean-Paul 
Sartre. Karen Vintges delineates Beauvoir's independent, 
original ethics and philosophy, drawing on the moral· 
philosophical treatises of the 1940s and 1950s, along with Tbe 
Second Sex, her novel The Mandarins, and autobiographical 
works. Vmtges shows that Beauvoir's unique notions added an 
ethical dimension to existentialist philosophy. Beauvoir's 
treatises on ethics and her essay on Sade demonstrate how an 
existentialist ethics was created and developed by transforming 
Sartre's theory of emotion, reconciling his ontology with a 

phenomenological perspective. 
According to Beauvoir, only a 'philosophical literature' 

can express the essence of 'lived experience', which is the level 
where ethics is simated. The philosophical novel The 
Mandarins articulates her concept of positive ethics as 'art of 
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living', a concept relevant today, especially in view of 
postmodernist debates. Beauvoir developed and presented her 
own 'art of living' in her amobiography, rejecting Freud's and 
other's perceptions of the creative and intellecmal woman as a 
contradiction in terms. Drawing on Foucault's ethics, Vintges 
traces how Beauvoir developed an individual ethic as an intell­
ectual woman. Philosophy as Passion illustrates how closely 
Beauvoir's life and work were intertwined-how she lived her 
philosophy and philosophized her life. [Blurb on back cover] 

The Company She Keeps: An Ethnography 
of Girls' Friendship 
Valerie Hey, Open University Press 1997 
This lively and revealing study explores a sociologically invisible 
but important social relationship: girls' friendship. This taken­
for-granted 'ordinary' relationship is examined using girls' 
notes, talk, diaries and interviews, gathered by observing girls' 

groups within cicy schools. 
An important and previously ignored question is address­

ed by exarn.ihing how girls' intimacy is structured through class, 
gender, sel..'Uality and race, especially its paradoxical role in 
maintaining and challenging 'compulsory heterosexuality'. In 
this way, a series of case srudies analyses how girls variously 
come to understand and construct 'difference'. 

Valerie Hey returns the reader to the terrain of loss and 
recollection, of girls' pleasure and pain in their friendship, and 
asserts the claims of the social through identifying how this is 

written into the cultural forms of girls' relationships with each 
other. Srudents of women's srudies, education, sociology and 
social psychology will find this book to be an invaluable 
exploration of how everyday obvious experience is played out 
as forms of subjectivity and power. [Blurb on back cover] 

Feminist Amnesia 
Jean Curthoys, Routledge 1997 
Feminist Amnesia is an important~shallenge to contemporary 
academic feminism. Jean Curthoys ·argues that the intellectual 

.1 
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decline of university arrs education and the loss of a deep moral 
commicment in feminism are related phenomena. The con­
tradiction set up by the radical ideas of the 1960s, and 
institutionalised life of many of its protagonists in the academy 
has produced a special kind of intellectual distortion. 

This book criticises current trends in feminist theory from 
the perspective of forgotten and allegedly outdated feminist 
ideas. Jean Curthoys shows that much contemporary feminist 
theory, like much of today's radical thought, is muddled. The 
'forgotten' theory of Women's Liberation was, she argues, 
deeply oppositional and moral. The repression of this theory 
has led to distortions, most notably in the preoccupation with 
binary oppositions. Jean Curthoys argues that where Women's 
Liberation was once radical, much of contemporary feminist 
thought hides behind obscurantism and has become 
conservative and orthodox. These controversial ideas will be 
keenly debated by all those involved in women's studies 
feminist theory and moral philosophy. [Blurb on back cover] ' 

Finding a New Feminism: Rethinking the Woman 
Questionfor Liberal Democracy 
Pamela Grande Jensen (ed.), Rowman and littletield 1996 
This collection of essays by prominent scholars of political the­
ory contends that contemporary ideas of feminism have reach­
ed a theoretical impasse because they are unable to reconcile 
tensions between principles such as equality and difference. 
Finding a New Feminism places modern concepts of feminism 
within the historical context of political thought and uses 
feminism as a lens through which to examine the strengths and 
weaknesses of liberal democracy, both in practice and in theory. 

Contributors: Ann Charney Comm, Jean Bethke Elshtain, 
Alice W. Harvey, Pamela Grande Jensen, M.ary P. Nichols, Arlene 
W. Saxonhouse, Diana J. Schaub, Lauren Weiner, Catherine 
Zuckert. [Blurb on back cover] 

Women's Philosophy Review 99 

Rethinking Masculinity: Philosophical I!xplorations in 
Light of Feminism 
Larry May, Robert Strikwerda and Patrick D. Hopkins (eds) 
Rowman and Littlefield 1996 
Are men naturally aggressive? What makes a good father? How 
can men form intimate friendships? In the new edition of this 
popular anthology, seventeen philosophers [all male except 
one co-author] explore these and other questions that relate to 

what ic means to be a man, including questions about porn· 
ography and homosexuality. New essays look at masculinity and 
violence, research on difference between men's and women's 
brains, impotence, sexual ambiguity, and whether black men 
have a moral duty to marry black women. (Blurb on back cover] 

Women and Spirituality (2nd edition) 
Carol Ochs, Rowman and littlefield 1997 
'As I focused more narrowly on those people whose lives were 
centred on religion-the great authors of the Western spiritual 
tradition-I was appalled to find no text written from the 
viewpoint of a woman who was both a mother and happily 
married. I searched further, convinced I had overlooked an obv­
ious classic. I failed to come up with any examples in 'Writings 

on religion, spirituality, or philosophy. (While some can be 
found in the form of fiction, diaries, and autobiography, these 
do not deal explicitly with spirituality.) I began to wonder what 
would have happened had there been such a book. How much 
of what I believe about reality-about the value of life and its 
meaning-is the result of having lived in marriage for nearly 
twenty-five years and having raised two daughters to adulthood? 
Had the "saints" raised an infant to adulthood, would they still 
have come up with the "purgative way''? ... I attempt to show 
how women as women can contribute uniquely to our 
understanding of spirituality.' [Extract from the author's 
introduction.] 

I 

I 



100 
Women's Philosophy Review 

'We Two K:now the Script; We Have Become Good Friends': 
Linguistic and Social Aspects of the Women's Script 
Literacy in Southern Hunan, China 
William W. Chiang, University Press of America Inc. 1995 
Before the 1960s, a group of women in southern Hunan, China, 
often gathered to do embroidery while listening to one of their 
members chant from a booklet or a piece of paper a folktale, an 
autobiography, or a marriage congratulation ten written in an 
elegantly slanced script. The women reacted to the reading with 
laughter and tears, adding comments at intervals. The men, 
usually ignoring and sometimes condemning such gatherings, 
could not read the script and belittled it. They used instead 
Hanzi, which they considered to be more prestigious, in writing 
genealogies, managing village affairs and conducting formal 

education. 
It is in an attempt to understand the script used by the 

women, called the Women's Script, and the practice of its liter­
acy, that I have undertaken this srudy. This line of interest, plus 
my preference for the total social phenomenon approach in 
socio-cultural anthropology, provided the desire to study a 
particular case of script in its entire socio-cultural configuration. 
Fieldwork was carried out in two stretches, from January to July 
1988 and from January to June in 1990, adding up to a total of 
thirteen months. The methods included an intensive study of a 
village, interviews with women who used the script, docum­
entation of modes of literacy, and documentary research. The 
picture that emerges in the end is a historical reconstruction 
based on a combination of local folk culture, information from 
existing literature which I reinterpret, interview data and field 

observation. [From the author's preface] 
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CALLS FOR PAPERS 

for 3 Special Issues of 
Women's Philosophy Review 

All submissions will be anony­
mized and assessed by members 
of the Editorial Board, as well as 
by the Guest Editors. Please 
request style sheet from Guest 
Editors to conform to house style. 

FEMINIST POLITICAL 
PHILOSOPHY 

WPR no 20 (1998) 
Guest Editors: Diemut Bubeck 
and Alex Klaushofer 

The Guest Editors invite con­
tri.butions '.o~ articles on any topic 
within. feminist political philosophy 
for this forthcoming special issue 
of WPR 

We welcome original pieces 
from a variety of different philos­
ophical approaches and tradit­
ions. 

The maximum length of 
articles is 5,000 words, but 
shorter pieces are equally welc­
ome. See remarks on selection of 
papers above. 
Articles should be sent by 15th 
March 1998, to 
Diemut Bubeck, Department of 
Government, LSE, Houghton 
Street, London WC2A 2AE, UK. 
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WPR Special issue on 
HEGEL 

WPR no 23 (1999) 
Guest Editors: Stella Sandford 
and Alison Stone 

Papers of 5-6.000 words on 
any aspect of Hegel's philosophy 
are welcome. We invite a range 
of papers covering a wide variety 
of dimensions of Hegel's work. 

The final deadline for receipt 
of papers is 31/10198. If you are 
thinking of submitting a paper, 
please first submit an abstract ot 
around 200 words by the 30/4198. 
See remarks on selection of 
contributions above. 

If you have an idea for a 
paper that you would like to dis­
cuss, or a suggestion for some­
one whom you think we should 
ask to submit a paper, then 
please contact either Alison 
Stone or Stella Sandford. 

Please send papers and 
abstracts lo either Alison Stone 
Flat 7, 14 Cambridge Road' 
Hove, East Sussex ' 
Tel. 01273 329354 
A!tson.L.Stone@Btintemet.com 
or Stella Sandford, Middlesex 
University, White Hart Lane 
London N17 SHR ' 
S.Sandford@mdx.ac.uk 
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WPR Special Issue on 
FEMINIST AESTHETICS 

WPR no 26 (2000) 
Guest Editors: Penny Florence 
and Nicola Foster. 

Papers are now invited for 
this special issue. Subject areas 
of interest include 
Aesthetics and Difference 

feminist aesthetics, sex, race, 
body, subculture 

Categories of the Aesthetic 
interest &for disinterest, nec­
essity &/or utility, the value of 
the aesthetic, aesthetics as 
value, aesthetic value; 

Historicising Aesthetics 
recent history of the aesthetic, 
the aesthetic as a historical 
category, Modernism, aesthet­
ic history of women's art/craft 

Aesthetics and the Specificity 
of Medium 

the visual arts, literature, 
music, film, dance, theatre, 
architecture, etc. 

Art Practice and the Philoso­
phy of Art; Feminist Aesth­
etics 

Including responses to recent 
writing In French, German, 
Italian, Spanish, etc 

Abstracts (about 600 words long) 
or complete articles (4000 words 
long, although shorter or longer 
contributions will be considered), 
no later than January 1999 to 
either Penny Florence 
Falmouth College of Art, 
Woodlane, Falmouth, Cornwall, 
TR11 4RA 
or Nicola Foster 

Dept of Philosophy, 
University of Essex, Wivenhoe 
Park, Colchester, C04 3SQ. 
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Submissions are invited for an 
anthology of original essays 
exploring the experience of male 
embodiment 

REVEALING MALE 
BODIES 

Nancy Tuana, William Cowling, 
Maurice Hamington, Greg 

Johnson and Terrance 
MacMullan (eds) for Indiana 

University Press. 
Revealing Male Bodies will 
consciously respond to the chall­
enge raised by feminist theorists 
to provide explorations of male 
lived experiences, and encour­
ages works that reflect diverse 
approaches, methodologies, and 
styles. Given the anthology's 
multi-disciplinary character, pap­
ers are invited whicih balance 
rigorous scholarship and general 
accessibility. 

Subject areas listed of 
interest include Intersections of 
Race and Maleness; Phenomen­
ologies of Male Embodiment; The 
Epistemological Significance of 
Male Bodies; The Male Body as a 
Site of Resistance 

lf interested you should 
submit a CV and an abstract 
(two hard copies) of no more 
than 500 words by 5/1 /98 to 
Nancy Tuana, Department of 
Philosophy, University of 
Oregon, Eugene, 
OR 97403-1295. 

Potential contributors will be 
notified to submit a completed 
paper for consideration. The 
deadline for submission of the 
final article Is 1n/98. 
Further information and queries: 

Maurice Hamington 
835 Edgewood Drive, Albany, 

OR 97321; email 
hamingts@ucs.orst.edu 
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WHEN - Women in Higher 
Education Network, 

Saturday 1st November 1997 
University of Salford 

IS FEMINISM A DIRTY 
WORD? 

The conference will explore 
feminism inside and outside 
academia; questioning the nature 
of work, the employment struc­
ture, the feminist presence and 
the intellectualisation of the fem­
inist agenda. Issues may include: 
ideas and realities; what counted 
as success; the feminist platform; 
female friendship; feminist disc­
ussions. 

Calls are extended to anyone 
interested in either presenting a 
paper or poster or co-ordinating a 
workshop on a relevant topic or 
area of interest. A maximum 500 
word abstract or workshop plan 
should be forwarded to Jacquie 
Melia, Head of Department of 
Rehabilitation, Faculty of Health 
Care and Social Work Studies 
University of Salford, ' 
Blatchford Building, 
Frederick Road Campus, 
Frederick Road, Salford, M6 6PU. 

Women's Studies Group, 
1500-1825 

Call for Papers 
Dayschool on 

THE BODY AND WOMEN 
Sat. 18 April 1998 

Send proposals to Linda Bree 
Glandore, Cannons Lane' 
Hatfield Broad Oak, Bishop'~ 
Stortford, Herts. CM22 7HX 

tel: 01279 718332 
tax: 01279 718124 
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European Journal for 
Women's Studies 

Calls for Papers 
on Simone de Beauvoir, ms due 

30/9/98 for publication 1999 
on Constructing Ethnicity, ms 
due 30/9/99 for publication 2000 

Send ideas for possible article 
first to EJWS, Zzan Matti, Margit 
van der Steen, University of 
Utrecht, Heidelberglaan 2, NL-
3584 CS Utrecht, Netherlands 
Margit van der Steen's e-mail: 
M.vanderSteen@fsw.ruu.nl 

Call for papers 
for an Anthology on 

Hildegard von Bingen 
(1098-1998) 

in conjunction with a festival 
4--9 June, 1998 in Goteborg, 

Sweden 
Full papers of about 8000 words 
by 30/11/97 For information and 
sub-mission details e-mail 

margaret.myers@musik.gu.se 
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Next Meeting of SWIP (UK) 
Saturday 25th October 

1997 
Room 3D, University of London 
Students' Union, Malet Street, 
WC1 E (opposite large Dillons) 

2-5pm, panel discussion and 
open floor debate of issues 
relating to the RAE 
5pm onwards, drinks and chat 
in the ULU bar. 

Women's Worlds 1999 
7th International 

Interdisciplinary Congress on 
Women 

20-26 June 1999 
Troms0, Norway 

womens.worlds.99@skk.uit.no 
http:l/www.skk.uit.no/WWW99/w 

w99.html 

Women and Human 
Rights, Social Justice and 

Citizenship: 
International Historical 

Perspectives 
30 June-2 July 1998 
Melbourne, Australia 

information: 
hisdek@lure.latrobe.edu.au 
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GOING AUSTRALIAN: 
RECONFIGURING 

FEMINISM AND 
PHILOSOPHY 

An International Conference at 
Warwick University 
6-8 February 1998 

The 1st forum for many of the 
voices of Australian feminist phil­
osophy to be heard together in 
Europe. 

public lecture 
Genevieve Lloyd 

with plenary speakers 
Moira Gatens Rosalyn Diprose 
Robyn Ferrell Linnell Secomb 
Claire Colebrook Zoe Sofoulis 

Cathryn Vasseleu 
Penelope Deutscher 

and a variety oi extra speakers in 
parallel sessions. 
Contemporary Australian feminist 
philosophers and theorists enter 
into dialogue with the traditions of 
European philosophical thinking 
on such topics as embodiment, 
spatiality, relationality, aesthetics, 
identity and ethnicity, multicult­
uralism, feminist pedagogy, mem­
ory, feminist epistemology, post­
modernism, paradigms of philos­
ophy. 
Further details tram Heather 
Jones, Secretary, Centre for 
Research in Philosophy and 
Literature, Department of Philo­
sophy, University of Waiwick, 
Coventry, CV4 7AL, UK. 
H.Jones@warwick.ac.uk 
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8th Symposium of the 
International Association of 

Women Philosophers (IAPH) 
lessons from the Gynaeceum: 
Women Philosophizing-Past, 

Present and Future 
August 6-10, 1998 
Boston, MA, USA 

to be held just prior to the 20th 
World Congress of Philosophy on 

PAEDEIA: Philosophy 
Educating Humanity. 

The IAPH conference aims to 
cover al! aspects of feminist 
philosophy, including historical 
pieces, discussions of the vast 
array of current issues in feminist 
philosophy and theory, and spec­
ulative work about future direc­
tions. 

Further information about 
the symposium, housing, travel, 
etc. will be forthcoming at a later 
date. In general: registration fees 
will be low, dormitory housing will 
be available. Travel assistance 
will be avai !able for women from 
countries with non-convertible 
currencies and possibly others 
who would find it impossible to 
attend without assistance. For 
information fax +1-813-9740336 

NOISE Summer Schools 
(in English) 

at Abo Akademi University 
Finland 1998 

provides Certificates and Credits, 
Open to advanced u/g and pig 
students. 

Includes modules on 
Feminist Epistemology; 

Citizenship; Arts 
Information: 

monica.nylund@abo.fin 

Illinois Philosophical 
Association 

1997 Conference 
Illinois State University 
November 14-15, 1997 

The Philosophy of Martha 
Nussbaum 

Keynote lecturer: 
Professor Martha Nussbaum 

Presidential Address: 
Professor Marcia Baron 

Information: 
Professor David B. Fletcher, 
Department of Philosophy, 

Wheaton College, Wheaton, 
IL 60187, Fax: (630) 752-5555. 
David.B.Fletcher@wheaton.edu 

Women's Studies Group 
1500-1825 

Philosophically interesting 
meetings include 

Sat. 22 Nov 1997 Sarah Hutton, 
'The Elusiveness of the Female 
Self: Anne Conway through her 
letters', 1 p.m. Institute of Rom­
ance Studies, Senate House, 
University of London 
Mon. 5 Jan 1998 Mark Davies, 
'Sulspicia's Daughters: Lady 
Mary Wortley Montagu and the 
Traditions of Female Satire', 2pm, 
St John's College Oxford. 
Contact Linda Bree on 01279-
718332 (fax 01279-718124) 
about attending the British 
Society of 18th Century Studies 
meetings also in Oxtord that day 
Sat. 18 Oct 1997 is a special 
introductory meettng, with a 
paper also on Women and 
Electoral Processes. Time and 
Venue as 22/11/97 
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Society for the Study of 
Women Philosophers 
Pacific Division of the 

American Philosophical 
Association, 

in Los Angeles 
on a date between 
25-28 March, 1998 

WHY ARE THERE NO 
GREAT WOMEN 

PHILOSOPHERS? 
Further info: 
Robin Parks, (+1} 360-758-7244 
robingraphic@nas.com 
Jane Duran {+1) 805-893--8132 
jduran@education.ucsb.edu-
For annual membership of 
SSWP, send a cheque for $10 
and details of yourself to: 
Cecile Tougas SSWP Convenor, 
262 Connecticut Avenue, NE, 
Atlanta, GA 30307-2212 

Crossroads in Cultural 
Studies 

2nd International Con1erence 
29 June-1 July 1998 

Tampere, Finland 
e-mail: iscsmail@utaJi 

http://11VWW-uta.fi/crossroads 

women's Philosophy Review 

2nd International Workshop of 
the Women's Studies Program 

at 
the University of Havana, Cuba 
November 18-21, 1997, Havana 

WOMEN ON THE 
THRESHOLD OF THE 21ST 

CENTURY 
The workshop will consist of 
panels, round tables, commiss­
ioned lectures and several pre­
conference courses. 
Workshop themes include 

Feminist thought: Theory and 
Methodology; Gender and 
History; 
Feminine subjectivity; Gender 
and sexuality 
Gender studies in Art and 
Literature 
Woman, race, ethnicity, and 
social class 
Woman and Human Rights 

Pre-workshop courses on 17/11 
on women in Cuba 
Cost ot registration: Courses 
US$20.00; Workshop US$60.00 
For Full Details, Lodging and 
Pack-ages contact: Dra, Norma 
Vasallo, Catedra de la Mujer, 
Universidad de La Habana, 
San Rafael No. 1168 Esquina 
Mazon, Ciudad Habana, Cuba 
Zona 4 Codigo Postal 10400, 
FAX (537) 335774 or 335960 

[ 
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RECENT JOURNAL PUBLICATIONS 

Radical Philosophy 82 {March/April 1997) Reviews of: Imaginary Bodies, Moira 
Gatens; Enlightened Women, Alison Assiter. 

Radical Philosophy 3 (May/Jun 1997) 'Generations of Feminism', Lynne Segal; 
'Feminism without Nostalgia', Diana Coole; 'Feminist Activism and Presidential 
Politics: Theorizing the Costs of the "Insider Strategy"', Amie-Marie Smith. 

Journal of Political Philosophy 2 (June 1996) 'ls Theory Gendered?', Elizabeth 
Frazer. 

Journal of Applied Philosophy 2 (1996) 'Warren, Plumwood, a rock and a 
snake: some doubts about critical ecological feminism', John Andrews. 

Journal of Applied Philosophy 3 (1996) Reviews of: The Bodies of Women: 
Ethics, Embodiment and Sexual Difference, Rosalyn Diprose; Essays on 
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